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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 2537 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF 

SUBJECT: PLACEMENT OF USIA MATERIALS WITH ISRAEL TELEVISION 
REF: STATE 59541 

t; WE ARE SURPRISED TO FIND " VISION- USA" TELEVISION SERIES CALLED 
IN REFTEL " VERSION DESIGNED TO DESCRIBE USA TO ARAB AUDIENCES.” 

USIA CIRCULAR 1765. JAN 1972, SHOWS THAT PRODUCER MARVIN LIPMAN 
WAS SCHEDULED TO TRY TO PLACE THIS FILM IN ABIDJAN, LAGOS, KINSHASA, 
NAIROBI AND ADDIS ABABA AS WELL AS TEL AVIV AND ARAB POSTS. USIA 
CIRCULAR 1293, ALSO JAN 1972, DESCRIBED PRODUCT AS " A NEW WORLD- 
WIDE COLOR TELEVISION SERIES ENTITLED VISION- USA." NO MENTION WAS 
MADE THAT THIS FILM WAS DESIGNED FOR ARAB AUDIENCES. IF SO, WHY 
DID LIPMAN BRING IT TO ISRAEL AND TRY TO SELL IT TO ISRAELIS? 

2. WE HOPE AND ASSUME THOSE CONCERNED IN WASHINGTON ARE AWARE 
THAT ITV HEBREW SERVICE AND ARABIC SERVICE ARE SEPARATE ONLY IN 
TERMS OF PROGRAM PRODUCTION, NOT RPT NOT IN BROADCASTING. THERE 
IS SINGLE ISRAELI TV BROADCASTING SERVICE, WHICH CARRIES 
PROGRAMS IN ARABIC AND IN HEBREW ON SAME CHANNEL. AS WE 
MENTIONED IN TEL AVIV 2442, VISION- USA WILL BE SHOWN WITH 
HEBREW VOICE TRACK AND ARABIC SUB- TITLES; WHILE THIS MAY BE 
SOMEWHAT LESS " COMPETITIVE" WITH AMMAN, IT SEEMS TO US THAT 
IF COMPETITION IS REAL PROBLEM FOR ARABS THEY WILL HAVE SAME 
PROBLEM WITH HEBREW SERVICE USE. ON OTHER HAND, IT SHOULD BE 
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NOTED THAT SAME COMMERCIAL AMERICAN PROGRAMS ARE SHOWN BY 
JORDANIAN AND ISRAELI TV WITH NO APPARENT PROBLEM. 

3. THIS TELEGRAM IS NOT A REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN DECISION ON 
VISION- USA BUT ONLY AN ATTEMPT TO MAKE OUR PROBLEMS CLEAR SO 
THAT NEXT TIME USIA WILL THINK ABOUT ULTIMATE PROBLEMS BEFORE 
MAKING ATTEMPT TO PLACE PRODUCTIONS WITH ITV. 
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